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We, as free men and Freemasons, pre- 
dicate our freedom upon the basis that we 
are entitled to right to life and to liberty. 
'As Masons we can constantly reiterate our 
belief in God, our faith in country, our love 
of home. The rights so to believe and to 
have faith and to hold love are natural 
rights—rights inherent in the infant babe 
at birth and ceasing not before death takes 
its toll. These are the rights that make us 
free. Their exercise is freedom. 

In the Declaration of our Independence 
were set down the reasons which impelled 
our forefathers to seek their freedom from 
an all-powerful central government—and in 
the Constitution of our United States were 
set forth the laws whereby they were to 
maintain their freedom and ours. Freedom 
for us was agreed to be individual liberty 
—to live, to speak, to pray, to work, to own 
property, to educate our children, to bear 
arms, to be tried by a jury of our peers, 


to assemble together, to do as we_please,. 


except only that we do not jeopardize the 
rights, the welfare or the safety of our 
fellows. 

Today the lack of a sense of individual 
responsibility on the part of many of our 
citizens, the inherent selfishness of others, 
and the deliberately taught and constantly 
fomented ideologies of state-ism, in all its 
many forms, threaten the very life of our 
republic, the individual liberties of our 
people, and the free heritage of our children. 

Individual freedom cannot live without 
expression. Its roots lie deep in the instinct 
of man and in the recesses of the human 
mind. But it cannot exist beneath the 
trampling hordes of revolution or war, nor 
can it maintain itself, even in the days of 
peace, within itself, alone and undefended. 

Freedom, my Brothers, demands use, de- 
serves protection, inspires sacrifice. It is 
forever lost through negligence and dis- 
service. 

We need not, if we be wise and just, fear 
revolution. We need not, if we be brave 
and strong, fear invasion. But state-ism, 
with all its communistic connotations, is not 
yet so bold as to attempt either. Instead it 
lulls us into inaction with soft words and 
vast promises, and then creeps insidiously 
into our homes and schools and churches to 
seduce our thinking until, in fact, it is the 
strong right arm of freedom which welds 
in error the chains of our own enslavement. 

“JJl fares the land to hastening ills a prey, 
when wealth accumulates and men decay.” 

The honeyed phrases “human rights above 
property rights,” “planned economy,” “se- 
curity for all,” are as nooses around the 
necks of free men to lead them toward an 
= autocratie state governed by men rather 
than by law. In such a state, restrictions 
-forever accumulate - 





and liberty inevitably to reap, let it 
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That “human rights are above property 
rights” is an adaptation of the proposition 
of Karl Marx, father of communism, in his 
communist manifesto, where he declares 
against private ownership of property. Our 
Constitution set forth the principle of private 
ownership and provided that no citizen 
could lose either property or life without 
due process of law. 

“Planned economy” is a modern procedure 
which places the freedom and independence 
of every citizen under the directive control 
of the “planners,” whoever they may be. 
It is typically communistic in concept be- 
cause it aggrandizes the state, makes it all- 
powerful, and subjugates the person of the 
citizen to its will and pleasure. 

The use of the word “security” is perhaps 
the most insidious and most dangerous of 
the current political dogmas. Every man is 
desirous of security for himself and his 
family. He wants to be free from the fear of 
old age and poverty, and instinctively he 
welcomes the half-truth and futile hope of 
government security. Nor is he inclined to 
compute his freedoms lost. But security as 
planned by the active communists and the 
political demagogue is as false to the basic 
principles of freedom as serfdom is contrary 
to the American Constitution. 

It is the age-old and repeated temptation 
of Evil designed to break down Truth. It 
is as enticing today as when Satan tempted 
the Master upon the mountain top. In that 
day it was “Worship me, and I will give you 
power over all the world.” In this day it is 
“Give government the authority to think 
and plan for you, give it the earnings of 
your toil, let it say when to plant and what 
regulate your life and educate 

it will give you security.” 
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the individual, and glorifies the power of the 
state. It stifles ambition and puts a premiurn 
upon indolence. It uses the taxes of the 
worker and producer to buy the subser- 
vience of the people. So Esau sold his birth- 
right for a mess of potage. : 

The American Indian, his lands forfeited 
to the Federal Government, by the force of 
military conquest became a ward of govern- 
ment—and the government promised him 
security. Through the years it has doled 
out to him and to his sons and daughters 
federal aid for food and shelter and clothing 
—for health and welfare and education. His 
movements from reservation to reservation 
have been restricted; his rights of partici- 
pation in government denied; his ambition 
and initiative weakened and destroyed until 
today the genius of Sitting Bull and the 
wisdom of Seneca are gone, never to be 
restored in the developed indolence of their 
descendants. What centralized authority has 
done to the Indian yesterday and the day 
before will be done to all Americans today 
and tomorrow if we be unalert to the danger 
and negligent in defense of our free insti- 
tutions. i 3 

It can happen to us. It has happened to 
the Russians, to the Serbs, to the Monten- 
grans, to the Latvians, to more than half 
of the Germans, to most of the Austrians, 
to the Poles, to the Croats, to the Manchu- 
rians, to almost all of China, and to our 
neighbor 90 miles away in Cuba—all under 
the rule that might makes right, and under 
the iron-shod heels of the Red Star’s march- 
ing men. 

In your lifetime and mine we have seen 
it. Its progress and procedure is blueprinted 
on every page of current history. Soften the 
people by grants and aids. Lull them by 
promise of more to come. Assume control 
in times of need and emergency. Raise taxes 
in the unholy name of conformity, and teach 
a generation of youth that government can, 
and of right should do ALL things for ALL 
men. 


Then once established, it is forever main- 


tained by force and fear. 
You and I, my Brothers, have seen it 


- happen so often in the past few years that 


now we scarcely remark about it. Comfor- 
table and contented in our own homes, we 
are smugly unalert to the poet’s question— 
“How ean such things be and overcome us 
like a summer’s cloud without our special 
wonder?” 

Both history and experience teach us the 
immutable rule that, regardless of emer- 
gency or desirability of achievement, central 


-control kills independence. When free men 


permit other men to regulate their lives, they 
are no longer free. 

We are free men, and we proudly bear 
the designation of Freemasons. With us 
there can be no appeasement nor compro- 
mise, no weakness of intent or purpose in 


our fight to maintain our land as the last 


great bulwark of freedom. When we sur- 


